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were engaged. On September 14 and 15, the British assaulted the 
German positions near Courcelette, which was carried by the Second 
Canadian Division. Many heavy armoured landships or " T a n k s " 
were first brought into action on this occasion with great success, 
and the German losses were extremely heavy, as they had massed 
troops for a counter attack in their front trenches. On September 26, 
the First Canadian Division captured the Hessian trench and other 
British troops carried the great Hohenzollern redoubt, noted for its 
elaborate system of defences and deemed impregnable. Next day 
they carried the Stuff redoubt and two thousand yards of adjacent 
trenches, and on the 28th the Schwaben redoubt which commanded 
the valley of the Ancre river. During the first week of October, 
operations were greatly impeded by heavy rains, but on the 7th the 
British made an advance of twelve hundred yards on an eight mile 
front. The French undertook a vigorous and skilfully prepared 
offensive near Verdun on October 24, when they recaptured Douau-
mont, and in a few hours regained nearly all the ground they had lost 
on the east side of the Meuse since the beginning of the German 
offensive, taking several thousand unwounded prisoners. Operations 
were then begun against Fort Vaux, which was evacuated by the 
Germans on November 2, as a result of a furious bombardment. 
The weather during November was highly unfavourable for operations 
on the entire western front owing to incessant rains which soon con
verted the country into a sea of mud; still on November 12, the French 
captured Saillisel, a strong position north of the Somme and pierced 
the German fourth line. Next day the British attacked on both sides 
of the river, favoured by a dense mist, and penetrated the German 
intrenchments to a depth of a mile on a front of three thousand yards, 
taking five thousand prisoners. Many heavy bombardments and 
trench raids took place during the remainder of the year without 
appreciable gain on either side. 

After several days artillery preparation, the French executed a 
successful attack on the German lines east of the Meuse, near Verdun, 
and carried their intrenchments on a front of six miles, taking nearly 
twelve thousand prisoners and many guns on December 15. 

The German offensive at Verdun had failed disastrously. The 
allied offensive had also fallen far short of the objectives in view. 
Both operations entailed immense sacrifices in life and enormous 
expenditures of ammunition. 

OPERATIONS ON THE ITALIAN FRONT, 1916. 

The weather prevented active operations on this front during the 
early months. The snow was deep, and misty weather interfered 
with the effective use of artillery. The rugged character of the 
country made supply of the opposing forces a task of extreme diffi
culty. Continuous preparations had been carried on by the Austrians 
during the winter and early spring for an offensive on a great scale 
in the Trentino, when the weather became favourable. In March all 
their main positions were fiercely bombarded to prevent reinforce
ments from being sent to the French front. The Austrians had brought 


